
 
 

    Reptilian eggs differ from those of water-breeders such as fish and 
amphibians.  In water, small eggs covered with a gelatin-like material develop 
without difficulty; on land, such eggs would quickly dry up and die.  The 
reptile must, therefore, have an egg that maintains a suitably moist 
environment for the developing animal.  The  amniotic (AM nee AHT ik) egg, 
which is produced by all egg-laying reptiles, meets this condition. 



 

     Four embryonic membranes form during development 
within the amniotic egg.  The first membrane, the 
amnion (AM nee ahn), grows around the embryo, 
protecting it in a fluid-filled sac.  The second membrane 
is the yolk sac, which surrounds the yolk.  The yolk 
serves as a food source for the developing embryo.  The 
chorion* (KOHR ee AHN) is a membrane that lines the 
inner surface of the shell.  The fourth membrane, the 
allantois (uh LAN to hiss), is a sac richly supplied with 
blood vessels from the embryo.  Respiration and 
elimination of wastes occur through the vessels of this 
membrane. 
     The embryo in an amniotic egg is an independent, self-
sustaining unit provided with a protective home, a moist 
environment, and a built-in food supply.  All turtles, 
crocodiles, and alligators lay amniotic eggs.  Some lizards 
and snakes give birth to live offspring.  Others retain the 
eggs inside the body cavity until the young hatch and 
crawl out.  The empty eggs are then expelled. 

     Unlike birds, reptiles provide little or no care for their offspring beyond 

laying the eggs in a suitable spot for development.  In fact, most reptiles 

probably never even see their parents.  Rare exceptions include most crocodiles 

and alligators, which may carry the new hatchlings to the water and protect 

them for a limited period of time.  A few types of lizards also exhibit this 

protective behavior. 



 


